




ENGINEERS OPINION OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST

STANTEC PROJECT #

SHEET #

PROJECT: 530' x 10' Wide Path Between Parking Lot and Ball Fields MADE BY: JDT
 and 3 Paved Handicapped Spaces CHKD BY: RL

SUBJECT: Conceptual Level Opinion of Cost REV BY:

DATE: 9/14/2016 CHKD BY:

ITEM 
NUMBER

ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT
TOTAL 

QUANTIT
Y

UNIT 
PRICE

 TOTAL

  201.1  CLEARING AND GRUBBING A 0.20 10,500.00 2,100.00

  203.1  COMMON EXCAVATION CY 300.00 12.00 3,600.00

  203.2  ROCK EXCAVATION CY 10.00 100.00 1,000.00
  203.6  EMBANKMENT-IN-PLACE (EXISTING ON-SITE FILL) CY 300.00 5.00 1,500.00
  214.  FINE GRADING SY 600.00 1.50 900.00
  304.3 12" CRUSHED GRAVEL CY 215.00 27.50 5,912.50
  403.11  3" HOT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT, MACHINE METHOD TON 95.00 110.00 10,450.00
  403.12  HOT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT, HAND METHOD TON 4.00 130.00 520.00
  585.3  STONE FILL  CLASS C CY 10.00 80.00 800.00
603.82215  15" P.E. PIPE, INCL. SPECIFIED EXCAV. LF 25.00 45.00 1,125.00
603.82230  36" P.E. PIPE, INCL. SPECIFIED EXCAV. LF 30.00 70.00 2,100.00
607.20 WOOD SPLIT RAIL FENCE AT CULVERT CROSSING LF 200.00 15.00 3,000.00
571.20 15" PRECAST CONCRETE HEADWALS EA 2.00 1,500.00 3,000.00
571.30 36" PRECAST CONCRETE HEADWALS EA 2.00 3,500.00 7,000.00
632.0104 4" WHITE PAVEMENT MARKINGS LS 1.00 500.00 500.00
  641.  LOAM CY 45.00 30.00 1,350.00
  645.2  MATTING FOR EROSION CONTROL SY 200.00 5.00 1,000.00
  645.531  SILT FENCE LF 950.00 4.00 3,800.00
646.31  TURF ESTABLISHMENT WITH MULCH SY 425.00 2.50 1,062.50
692.0  MOBILIZATION U 1.00 5,000.00 5,000.00

 SUB-TOTAL 55,720$            
8% Construction Engineering 4,458$              

  TOTAL 60,178$   
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October 13, 2016 
File: 195110946 

Mr. William Herman, Administrator 
Town of Auburn 
47 Chester Road 
Auburn, NH 03032 

Dear Mr. Herman, 

Reference: Auburn, NH 
 Hooksett Rd Ownership & Responsibility for Maintenance Investigation 
 Summary of Findings 
 
In accordance with your request, we hired S&H Land Services (S&H) to perform research to 
evaluate the available documentation in order to provide an opinion of the Hooksett Road 
ownership and responsibility for maintenance. Based on this, the research by S&H has attempted 
to provide an assessment of the following: 

1. Who owns the right-of-way for Hooksett Road, between the 4-corners and the Hooksett 
Town line. 

2. Which portions of this roadway have been historically maintained by the Town of Auburn 
and which sections by NHDOT and is there definitive documentation. 

3. Is NHDOT of the Town responsible for the maintenance of the drainage infrastructure 
servicing the Exit 2 overpass and on/off ramps. 

Attached is the S&H letter, with supporting documentation.      

Please call with any questions.  

Sincerely,  
 
STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 

 
J. Daniel Tatem 
Project Manager 
Stantec Consulting, Inc. 
dan.tatem@stantec.com  
Ph: (603) 669-8672 Ext. 7539 
Fx: (603) 669-7636 
Cell: (603) 218-9739 

c.   Auburn BOS 
Mike Dross, Town Road Agent 

     Rene LaBranche, Stantec 



1717 Wellington Road, Manchester, NH 03104
Phone: (603) 628-8500, Fax: (603) 546-7791

October 5, 2016

Dan Tatem
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
5 Dartmouth Drive
Suite 101
Auburn, NH 03032-3984

RE: Hooksett Road – Right of Way & Maintenance Research
Auburn, NH

Dear Dan,

I am writing this letter as a brief summary of my research into the above referenced matter. Starting
in July, I began the process of researching three sections of Hooksett Road in Auburn, to determine
the ownership and any written evidence of maintenance agreements for either the Town of Auburn
or the NHDOT.

The three sections of Road begin at the Auburn four corners, at the intersection of Route 121 and
Hooksett Road, and follows Hooksett Road north westerly for approximately 2.6 miles.

In regard to the issue of ownership, we did not recover any one document at the Registry of Deeds
or the State Archives that had a definitive layout. A layout being a formal document that describes
the location and width of a new Right of Way and the subsequent vote by the governing body to
accept the new Right of Way for public servitude. We did uncover at the Auburn Historical Society
from Chase’s “History of Chester”, a reference that the Road was laid out as part of the 1726
Highway from Chester to Rumford. There are also other references to the highway in the book and
it appears on some historical maps. We also uncovered a reference for a portion of the highway being
described as having a width of 66’ in the NHDOT Right of Way source records.

It goes without saying that the portion of the road that our office is researching, was laid out and
accepted at some point, and has been continuously used as a public Right of Way to this date. So,
with regard to ownership, as is the case with similar roadways throughout NH, the subsequent
owners of the land over which the highway was laid out, own the land under the road. However,
once a road is dedicated and accepted by a municipality, be it local, State or Federal, it becomes the
responsibility of that municipality to maintain the Right of Way for the use by the general public.
According to the documents we found, this is the case here, so it would be the responsibility of the



State to maintain the portions of the Highway it controls, and the Town would maintain the portions
of the Highway it controls.

The second part of my research was to go through the available, written records that would indicate
which entity is responsible for maintaining the different portions of Hooksett Road, the Town of
Auburn or NHDOT. I reviewed the records that were presented to me at the NHDOT District 5 office
and the NHDOT Right of Way Department in Concord, as well as the Town of Auburn Selectmen
meeting minutes.

I did not recover any items that documented when each entity began maintaining different portions
of Hooksett Road. That being said, all of the documents that I did go through indicated to me that
the NHDOT has historically maintained two sections of Hooksett Road in Auburn. The first section
extending from the Route 121 intersection to the railroad bridge that crosses under Hooksett Road,
north of Depot Road. The second section, that the NHDOT has maintained, extends from
Rockingham Road to approximately house #563 on Hooksett Road, where the NHDOT Urban
Compact sign is posted. I recovered no documents that would indicate to me that the NHDOT has
ever maintained the middle section of Hooksett Road from the railroad bridge to Rockingham Road.

The best evidence that I recovered to support this, was a memo in the NHDOT file that indicates that
in 1973, a NH House Bill was going to be proposed to switch the middle section that the Town
maintained with the northerly section that the NHDOT maintained. This would have given the Town
control of Hooksett Road from the Hooksett Town line to Rockingham Road, and the NHDOT would
have had control of the road from the then new Exit Two off ramp to the intersection of Route 121.
There is a letter from the Town of Auburn Selectmen’s office, from that time, stating that the Town
did not want the legislature to move forward and that the Town wanted to keep control of that middle
section of Hooksett Road. The NH House Bill was killed before it could be voted on.

In regards specifically to the Exit Two overpass, access ramps and drainage structures in that area,
the construction plans (State Project #F018-2(15) sheet #21), indicate that the proposed drainage
structures within the Hooksett Road were proposed for the new exit. Stantec has reviewed these
plans and has concluded that the structures proposed on that plan were clearly constructed for the
purpose of managing the drainage for the Exit 2 infrastructure.

Furthermore, the Commissioners’ Return of Highway Layout (a document that describes lands that
are taken by the State for the construction of a new Right of Way or the altering of an existing Right
of Way, so that damages may be assessed to the current property owners) for the area encompassing
the Route 101 Exit Two construction and the relocated portion of Hooksett Road under Exit Two,
states the following - “In laying out this portion of the lands, rights and easements described above,
the Commission includes herewith the right to extend and maintain any slopes and embankments
that may extend beyond the limits of said layout, the right to construct and maintain drainage in
accordance with the plan referred to above, and any damage which may be occasioned by the
extension of slopes and embankments or drainage, is included in the amounts which we award or
have already paid to the landowners as set forth hereinafter.” Because the State specifically included
language in the Commissioner’s Return, giving the NHDOT the right to maintain the drainage
infrastructure and slopes proposed with this project, it appears that the NHDOT realized that they
would be responsible for the future maintenance of this drainage system. In addition, the fact that
the State took the land where Hooksett Road was relocated to underneath the Exit Two overpass Exit



Two in fee as part of Exit Two and the ramps construction project seems to further support that
NHDOT would have the responsibility of maintaining those structures.

I also interviewed the Town Road Agent, Michael Dross, and asked him to summarize his
observations and understanding relative to past maintenance of Hooksett Road by the Town and the
NHDOT. A copy of his letter is attached. His experience has been that the Town of Auburn has
performed the winter maintenance on the entire length of Hooksett Road and the NHDOT has
historically performed summer maintenance on Hooksett Road and its infrastructure between the 4
corners and the old rail road bridge and between Old Candia Road and 536 Hooksett Road (where
the NHDOT Urban Compact sign is posted).

Furthermore, I reviewed the driveway permit for the Auburn Tavern, which was recently issued by
NHDOT. The fact that the NHDOT is requiring, reviewing, and approving driveway permits for
this section of roadway conflicts with the NHDOT’s position that this section of Hooksett Road is
under Town control.

In conclusion, based on the information provided by the Town of Auburn Road Agent, the review
of the construction plans for the 1973 Route 101 Exit Two project and the Commissioners’ Return
of Highway Layout the area under the Exit Two overpass and the on and off ramps, in relation to the
maintenance of the drainage infrastructure, although there is no definitive documentation that
prescribes that either the Town or the NHDOT is responsible for the maintenance, it is my opinion
that the NHDOT has the responsibility for the maintenance, repairs, and replacement of the
infrastructure.

_______________________________
Tom Huot, LLS - owner
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