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NHDOT Transportation Alternatives Program 2016 Application for Funding – 
Town of Auburn Multi-Use Path 
 

1) Map of Proposed Auburn Multi-Use Path Project 
2) Engineers Opinion of Probable Construction Cost (8/22/2016) 
3) Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement with Manchester Water Works (Dedication 

of land for project – Page 6, Section 8) 
4) Letter of Support – Auburn Board of Selectmen 
5) Letter of Support – Manchester Water Works 
6) Letter of Support – Auburn School Board 
7) Letter of Support – Friends of Massabesic Bicycling Association (FOMBA) 
8)  Photographs – Current Conditions of Route 121 in Auburn Center (3) 

a. NH Route 121 looking South near Bicentennial Park 
b. NH Route 121 looking North from entrance to boat launch parking lot 
c. NH Route 121 looking South approximately 200-feet from boat launch 

9)  Map of Existing 13 Bike Trails in Auburn maintained by FOMBA 
10)  Map of Watershed Property Holdings Owned by Manchester Water Works 
11)  “Safe Routes to School” Survey Report – 2013 
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The Town of Auburn desires to build a designated, paved multi-use path on the west side of Hooksett Road and Chester Road (NH Route
121) between Eaton Hill Road and Shore Drive. The proposed multi-use path will allow bicyclists, walkers, joggers, hikers, snowshoers and
cross country ski enthusiasts alike to safely travel from the center area of the community inclusive of the elementary school, recreational
facilities, library and post office, while also being able to connect with two significant existing trail/biking/walking/hiking networks that
reaches through a significant portion of our municipality and beyond. By connecting these trails, our goals are to provide an essential
connector for non-motorized transportation, a foundation for future regional trail development, and preserve the valuable water quality within
the Massabessic watershed.

Developed to appropriate safety standards, the multi-use path is intended to be within the State of New Hampshire's right-of-way on Route
121, but separated from the paved highway or immediate shoulder to better promote safety. In 2014, the Town entered into a formal
agreement with the Manchester Water Works (MWW), who owns or controls the majority of the property abutting NH Route 121 in this area,
to help facilitate this project within their property holdings as may be needed to bring this project to fruition.

At present, bicyclists and foot traffic in Auburn are forced to be on the travel surface of Chester and Hooksett Roads due to the limited nature
of shoulders along the paved road surface. They share the roadway with a daily average of motor vehicles ranging from 4,652 to 5,862. This
mixing of motor vehicle traffic and bicycles, pedestrians and other recreational users is a limiting factor to more people taking advantage of
using non-motorized forms of transportation in Auburn. The overall project goals and objectives are to:

* Provide for a safe means of bicycle, pedestrian and other recreational traffic through the center of Auburn
* Develop a connection to other existing trails to encourage greater use of bicycles and other non-motorized transportation
* Provide and promote a Safe Route to Schools for Auburn Village School students during warmer months
* Provide a snowshoeing and cross country skiing connection between exisiting trail networks in the winter months
* Enhance ongoing bicycle safety efforts of the Auburn Police Department with the designated multi-use path
* h i f h ld h i d i d i h f b d



The key natural resource in the general project area is Lake Massabesic. The proposed multi-use path will be located between NH Route
121 and the shoreline of the lake. Lake Massabesic is the crown jewel of Auburn which attracts individuals daily for recreational
activities including fishing, sailing, kayaking and canoing; cultural activities such as painting and photography; and just simple
enjoyment for a picnic or relaxation. Lake Massabesic also serves as the main water supply for the City of Manchester, and is protected
as such.

A shoreland permit will be required for the proposed project development work is within 250 feet of Lake Massabesic, and the Town
intends to actively consult with the NH Department of Environmental Services, the NH Division of Historic Resources, the NH Natural
Heritage Bureau, Manchester Water Works and the Auburn Conservation Commission to ensure all appropriate measures are
incorporated into this project that will maintain the current status of the lake.

There are no other cultural, archaeological, other natural resources or known hazardous materials within the project limits.

Approximately 5,275-feet.

Eaton Hill Road; Hooksett Road; Manchester Road, Chester Road, Raymond Road, Bunker Hill Road and Shore Drive

NH Route 121

N/A

The beginning location would be at the intersection of Eaton Hill Road and Hooksett Road, while the ending termination location would
be at the intersection of Chester Road (NH Route 121) and Shore Drive.

The average width of the proposed multi-use path will be eight feet (8').

In general, the multi-use path surface will be asphalt pavement. There will be cement concrete ADA ramps and the pedestrian bridge
surface will be wood.

Manchester Water Works and the Town of Auburn
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The Auburn Board of Selectmen has been interested in providing this safe means for non-motorized transportation for more than a decade.
As such, the Town has discussed and reviewed various potential options, funding opportunities and safety benefits before settling on the
concept of the proposed project. With this concept in mind, community steps were taken to plan and promote this potential. Among these
efforts were:

In 2013, the Auburn School Board devoted time and effort to a planning, information and survey process under the "Safe Routes to School"
program. While interest was high concerning the potential project, a determination was made that the Town was not ready to advance the
project at that time.

In 2014, the Town of Auburn was in negotiations with the Manchester Water Works (MWW) for a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)
agreement between the Town and the City. MWW is the owner of approximately 4,100 acres of land in the Town of Auburn comprising the
Massabesic Watershed. As part of the PILOT negotiations, the Town and City agreed on the potential of this project with the agreement
dedicating the use of MWW land necessary for this purpose. A copy of the PILOT agreement is attached in support of this application
(Attachment #3).

In 2016, the Auburn Planning Board began updating the Town's Capital Improvement Plan, which is a work in process as of this writing, but
will include the proposed project with the mix of federal and local funding sources.

To demonstrate support this project has, in addition to the required letter of support from the Auburn Board of Selectmen (Attachment #4),
we are including letters of support from:
* Manchester Water Works (Attachment #5)
* Auburn School Board (Attachment #6)
* Friends of Massabesic Bicycling Association (FOMBA) (Attachment #7)

✔
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The Board of Selectmen annually appropriate $800,000 as part of the Town's operating budget for the purpose of road construction
throughout the community. This is a lump sum budget account for which the Board of Selectmen has authority to designate various Town
projects and work efforts. The Board is committed to utilizing these funds for the Town's 20% share of $135,835 that would be needed for
this project. This enables us to say we have the Town's matching funds in hand.

In 2000, the Board of Selectmen was given standing authority by Town voters to accept and expend funds not specifically budgeted in the
operating budget or by special warrant article. This is provided under the provisions of RSA 31:95-b, and is the intended vehicle to be used
by the Town to authorize the acceptance and expenditure of the TAP grant funds of $543,341 identified for this project.

However, if required by TAP program regulations, the Board of Selectmen is prepared to place a specific article on the March 2017 Town
Meeting warrant to gross appropriate the entire proposed project costs and identify that 80% of the costs would be reimbursed by TAP funds.

The Town understands that if successful with this TAP application, the earliest time frame that work could commence on the approved
project would be approximately May or June 2017, depending on the completion of all formal approvals for the selected grant recipients.
The Town of Auburn anticipates being ready to commence work on this project in May or June 2017 by having its funding approvals in place
and dedicated to this project.

In terms of having the capacity to handle the expense of the project and then be reimbursed with TAP funds, the Town of Auburn is in
excellent financial condition with no long-term debt obligations. The Town maintains a sound undesignated fund balance of approximately
$1.6 million, which will enable the Town to up-front cover the project expenses and then receive reimbursement after completing various
phases of the project. As testament to this ability, since 2006, the Town of Auburn has successfully managed four different Municipal Bridge
Aid projects and four different Hazard Mitigation Program projects funded through the Federal Emergency Management Agency in this
manner. At times, the Town has handled the financing of multiple projects at one time. These projects have ranged from $120,000 to
$350,000 in total project costs. Like the TAP Program, these programs are reimbursement programs providing either 75% or 80% project
funding on a reimbursement basis. Unlike the TAP Program, both of those programs provide reimbursement only at the conclusion of the
entire project and not in phases as the project progresses.



 

• Address historic, cultural, environmental, maintenance, possible areas of 
contamination, and other related issues that may impact the project's ability to succeed.  
Applicant should discuss issue and how it will be addressed.  Discuss impacts to project 
timeline and possible financial impacts. 

The proposed project is approximately 5,275-feet in length inclusive of a 16-linear foot bridge crossing to enable access through the area
by foot, bicycle, snow-shoe or cross-country skis. An eight-foot wide path and bridge with curbs and handrails will enable people of all
ages and abilities to access the property, have connection to other trail systems and gain views and access to Lake Massabesic. The path
site is currently overgrown and will require removal of grass, brush, trees and loam to 15-inches below existing grade. Twelve (12) inches
of crushed gravel will be placed and compacted and include turf establishment with mulch. This site will involve both common
excavation and rock excavation. An advantage of this access point is that a parking lot is already in place at the boat launch that can
support this project.

A bridge will be installed over the stream crossing at approximately 500-feet south of Bunker Hill Road. The bridge will be eight-feet
wide and approximately 16-linear feet in length. The bridge will enable users of the multi-use trail to cross a stream crossing at the
southern end of Lake Massabesic without disrupting the natural flow and conditions.

A section of the multi-use path has to be up against the road (NH Route 121) due to the proximity of the existing water body. However, a
wooden path user barrier will be installed behind the curb to separate and protect path users from motorized traffic on the road. This is a
safer location for path users to have the multi-use path on the west side of the road (near water), rather than crossing Route 121 two times
by shifting the path to the other side of NH Route 121.

The multi-user path will intentionally be unmaintained in the winter to encourage increased use of this area by providing conditions that
would make it more desirable and friendly to snowshoe and cross country ski enthusiasts.

The main area of concern for this project will be the preservation of the quality of water in Lake Massabesic. With the potential increased
use of property adjacent to the lake, there are concerns the increased use could have a detrimental impact of the water quality of the lake.
In addition, the Chair of the Conservation Commission has expressed concerns for potential erosion along the multi-use path that could
further have a detrimental impact on lake's water quality. To address these concerns, the Town will be including Manchester Water Works
(MWW) and the Conservation Commission in the design phase of the project to ensure their water quality concerns are addressed upfront
in the project's design and permit work, in addition to follow through during construction.

The Town of Auburn does not take the MWW commitment to this proposed project lightly and consider them to be full partners in the
project for the mutual benefit of the different constituents we both serve. These environmental and maintenance concerns are valid and
will be part of the project process and overall success. And while the MWW has dedicated the land necessary to support this effort, more
formal easement documents will be developed and executed between the Town and MWW as part of the planning, designing and
permitting phase of the project.

A shoreland permit will be required for the proposed project development work is within 250 feet of Lake Massabesic, and the Town
intends to actively consult with the NH Department of Environmental Services, the NH Division of Historic Resources, the NH Natural
Heritage Bureau, the Manchester Water Works and the Auburn Conservation Commission to ensure all appropriate measures are
incorporated into this project that will maintain the current status of the lake.

It is not anticipated that these concerns will impact the project time line as they will be part of the actual planning, designing, permitting
and construction of the project. In general terms, the Town is looking at completing the formal planning, design and permitting work in
2017-2018, while construction is planned for 2018-2019. The possible financial impacts on the project are believed to be relatively small
in terms of the total project, and are believed will be incorporated into the process before any construction is committed.

The project will also need to incorporate the existing Bicentennial Park site as part of its route. The park, which is across Chester Road
(NH Route 121) from the Auburn Town Hall, contains the Town's monuments and memorials to local residents who have served in the
armed services from the Civil War forward. In addition, the park includes a POW-MIA Memorial bench, flagpole and picnic tables &
benches in an area that overlooks Lake Massabesic. The Park is frequented by pedestrians, artists, fishermen and others who enjoy the
natural area, and the design will need to incorporate the existing aspects of this site.

Another area to be navigated in the layout and design of the multi-use path is one of three public boat launches for Lake Massabesic that is
located just off Chester Road (NH Route 121) approximately 700-feet beyond Bicentennial Park. A benefit of the boat launch site is the
public parking lot that is part of this area, which could also be in support of individuals seeking to utilize the proposed multi-use path and
the trails it will connect to.

There are no known historic or areas of contamination in the project area that would impact the project's ability to succeed.
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The existing stress level of our project area as it exists today without the proposed project is: D - Facility requires an advanced level of
skill and knowledge of traffic to use.

As the attached photographs graphically represent (Attachments #8a, #8b and #8c), the current right-of-way for Chester Road (NH Route
121) leaves little to no room in the shoulders to safely accommodate bicycle traffic, walkers, joggers or the like, largely forcing them to
share the road with motor vehicle traffic. For older individuals who are aware of the rules of the road as a motorist, this may not be as
much of an issue as it is for younger, school-age persons. As these younger individuals have to co-habitat with the motoring public,
parents of school age children are not inclined to allow their children to ride bicycles on the road.

The anticipated stress level for the project area after the proposed project is completed is: A - Facility is reasonably safe for all children.

The proposed project would be located a minimum of 8 to 10-feet off the shoulder of Chester Road (NH Route 121). Approximately
1,600-feet of the paved path will be located directly off the west side of Route 121 with a vertical granite curb along the edge of the
paved shoulders of the roadway for protection of the individuals using the path. A wooden path user barrier will also be installed behind
the curb to provide further protection to the users of the path. All of this is aimed at providing a distinct and safe distance from the motor
vehicle traffic on the road with the users of the path. This would eliminate the concern of most parents who participated in a 2013
survey conducted under the "Safe Routes to School" program which identified the volume of traffic and the speed of traffic as being the
main deterrents to parents allowing their school-age children to walk or ride bicycles to school. (Attachment #11)
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The project would place the designated multi-use path approximately 8 to 10-feet away from the current travel surface of the road with
gravel, grass, brush and trees forming a visual barrier between the road and most of the multi-use path. This natural buffer between the
motoring public and non-motorized users who use the multi-use path, will improve the existing safety conditions of no designated area
for non-motorized individuals.

Approximately 1,600-feet of the paved path will be located directly off the west side of Route 121 with a vertical granite curb along the
edge of the paved shoulders of the roadway for protection of the individuals using the path. A wooden path user barrier will also be
installed behind the curb to provide further protection to the users of the path. All of this is aimed at providing a distinct and safe
distance from the motor vehicle traffic on the road with the users of the path.

In addition, the Town will investigate with NHDOT the potential of establishing a clearly marked and identified crosswalks near the
intersections of Eaton Hill Road and Hooksett Road, and Bunker Hill Road and Chester Road (NH Route 121) to improve safety
conditions of moving non-motorized individuals on to and off of the proposed multi-use path who are looking to visit destinations in
these areas such as the Auburn Village School or Griffin Free Public Library near the intersection of Eaton Hill Road and Hooksett
Road, or the Circle of Fun Playground at the intersection of Bunker Hill Road and Chester Road.
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The proposed project will connect two significant trail / biking / walking networks that currently exist in the Town of Auburn --
namely the Friends of Massabesic Bicycling Association (FOMBA) Bike Trails (a joint venture by Manchester Water Works and
FOMBA), and a series of trails and gravel fire roads on MWW property throughout its watershed land. The MWW trails and gravel
fire roads also lead to a major rail trail called the Rockingham Trail.

The project would provide a connection to a series of 13 existing bicycle trails currently in place on property owned by Manchester
Water Works (MWW) and maintained by the Friends of Massabesic Bicycling Association (FOMBA). The attached FOMBA Trail
Map (Attachment #9) highlights the trail system that is currently a joint venture between MWW and FOMBA. These trails can be
accessed by a gravel fire access road connected to the property of the Auburn Village School located at the intersection of Eaton Hill
Road and Hooksett Road, which is at the northern end of the proposed project.

In addition, the project would further provide access to watershed property owned by MWW from the southern end of the project on
Shore Drive. The MWW owns approximately 4,100 acres of land in the Town of Auburn that is part of the Massabesic Watershed.
MWW maintains existing trails and gravel fire roads throughout their land holdings that are accessible to the public for hiking and
biking use. These trails would enable individuals to travel entirely around Lake Massabesic and elsewhere with the Town of
Auburn. Attached is a map of the Manchester Water Works Watershed Land. (Attachment #10)

The Shore Drive location will also enable individuals to access property in the immediate area that is dedicated conservation land in
the area of Battery Point on Lake Massebessic. The property features the Massabesic Audubon Center, in addition to various trails
and gravel fire roads. The conservation land was a joint venture between the Town of Auburn, Manchester Water Works, the Land &
Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP), US Department of Agriculture and the NH Audubon Society.

The watershed property owned by MWW would also enable individuals to connect with the 3.1 mile "Rockingham Trail" that
follows an abandoned railroad corridor from Lake Massabesic to Tarrytown Road in Manchester. The trail is approximately 10 feet
wide and unpaved, and is highly utilized by walkers, joggers and trail cyclists. The trail connects individuals with access to the
amenities the City of Manchester has to offer, while also connecting them to the natural and rural setting of Lake Massabesic,
without depending on motorized transport.
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ENGINEERS OPINION OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST

STANTEC PROJECT #
SHEET #

MADE BY: RL
PROJECT: Auburn Route 121 Multi-Use Path - Eaton Hill to Shore Rd. CHKD BY: JDT
SUBJECT: Conceptual Level Opinion of Cost - UPDATED 8-22-16 REV BY: JDT

CHKD BY: RL

ITEM NUMBER ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT TOTAL 
QUANTITY

UNIT 
PRICE

 TOTAL

  201.1 CLEARING AND GRUBBING A 1.20 13,750.00 16,500.00
  201.11 REMOVING SMALL TREES EA 20.00 946.00 18,920.00
  201.22 REMOVING LARGE TREES EA 16.00 1,353.00 21,648.00
201.321 TREE PRUNING AND TRIMMING LS 1.00 2,750.00 2,750.00
201.4 STUMP REMOVAL EA 36.00 110.00 3,960.00
203.10 COMMON EXCAVATION CY 2,250.00 13.20 29,700.00
  203.2 ROCK EXCAVATION CY 15.00 110.00 1,650.00
  203.6 EMBANKMENT-IN-PLACE CY 220.00 11.00 2,420.00
  206.1 COMMON STRUCTURE EXCAVATION CY 50.00 30.80 1,540.00
  209.1 GRANULAR BACKFILL CY 50.00 27.50 1,375.00
  214. FINE GRADING SY 5,000.00 1.65 8,250.00
  304.3 CRUSHED GRAVEL CY 1,775.00 30.25 53,693.75
  403.11 HOT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT, MACHINE METHOD TON 775.00 93.50 72,462.50
  403.12 HOT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT, HAND METHOD TON 160.00 121.00 19,360.00
585.3 STONE FILL  CLASS C CY 14.00 53.90 754.60
585.4 STONE FILL  CLASS D (STONE CHECK DAMS) CY 14.00 385.00 5,390.00
  603.00215 15" R.C. PIPE, 2000D, INCL. SPECIFIED EXCAV. LF 16.00 66.00 1,056.00
  603.00218 18" R.C. PIPE, 2000D, INCL. SPECIFIED EXCAV. LF 16.00 82.50 1,320.00
  604.12 CATCH BASINS TYPE B U 3.00 2,970.00 8,910.00
  604.45 ADJUSTING CATCH BASIN DROP INLET GRATE AND FRAMES EA 3.00 440.00 1,320.00
607.0 WOODEN POST & RAIL PATH BARRIER LF 1,600.00 35.00 56,000.00
  608.24 4" CONCRETE SIDEWALK SY 40 82.50 3,300.00
609.1 6" GRANITE CURB LF 24.00 1,100.00 26,400.00
  615.004 RELOCATING TRAFFIC SIGN U 1.00 2,750.00 2,750.00
  615.02 TRAFFIC SIGN TYPE B SF 200.00 82.50 16,500.00
  618.6 UNIFORMED OFFICERS $ 1.00 16,500.00 16,500.00
  618.7 FLAGGERS HR 40.00 33.00 1,320.00
  619.1 MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC INCLUDING DUST LAYING U 1.00 11,000.00 11,000.00
622.5 REMOVE AND RESET MONUMENTS EA 250.00 6.60 1,650.00
  628.2 SAWED BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT LF 100.00 3.30 330.00
  632.3106 RETROREFLECT.  PAVE. MARKING, 6" LINE LF 1,000.00 0.83 830.00
  632.3112 RETROREFLECT. THERMOPLAS. PAVE. MARKING, 12" LINE LF 120.00 44.00 5,280.00
  632.32 RETROREFLECT. THERMOPLAS. PAVEMENT MARKING, SYMBOL OR 

WORD LF 25.00 44.00 1,100.00
632.9112 OBLITERATE 12-INCH LINE LF 180.00 1.10 198.00
632.92 OBLITERATE SYMBOL OR WORD EA 10.00 27.50 275.00
  645.2 MATTING FOR EROSION CONTROL SY 300.00 5.50 1,650.00
  645.512 TURF ESTABLISHMENT WITH MULCH SY 3,500.00 5.78 20,230.00
  645.531 SILT FENCE LF 4,000.00 4.40 17,600.00
  646.1 TURF ESTABLISHMENT WITH MULCH A 2.50 2,200.00 5,500.00
  692. MOBILIZATION U 1.00 22,000.00 22,000.00
700 PRE-ENGINEERED BRIDGE - 16' SPAN w/ ABUTMENTS U 30,000.00 1.10 33,000.00
901.0 PRECAST CONCRETE HEADWALS EA 2.00 1,650.00 3,300.00
902.0 TRUNCATED DOMES FOR HC RAMP SF 50.00 55.00 2,750.00

 SUB-TOTAL 522,443$            
156,733$            

  TOTAL 679,176$  

30% Design, Permitting & Construction Phase Engineering

195110946

Stantec Consulting Page 1 Printing Date 8/22/2016













commencement of any construction activity. MWW shall have the exclusive right to the 
timber on the Community Center Lot, and in the event that construction of the community 
center or playground, the Town must notify MWW, which will cut and remove the timber 
within a reasonable time following such notice. 

7.5 Second Right of Refusal. Prior to the termination of the Community Center 
Easement and the Playground Easement plus the duration of any period of payment pursuant 
to Section 7 .3, the Town shall have a right of refusal to purchase the Community Center Lot, 
subject to the existing right of first refusal held by the Society from the Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests ("SPNHF"). If MWW elects during the Term or any Renewal Terms to 
sell the Community Center Lot to a third party other than SPNHF, MWW shall send written 
notice to the Town of its decision to sell the Subject Lot and the price below which it will not 
sell the Community Center Lost ("Minimum Price"). The Town shall have 60 days from the 
date of the notice to send to MWW a written response exercising its option to purchase the 
Community Center Lot. If the Town chooses not to exercise its option under this section or 
does not send a written response within 60 days, MWW may sell the Community Center Lot 
for no less than the Minimum Price, free of this restriction. If the Town exercises its option 
under this section, MWW shall sell and the Town shall purchase the Community Center Lot, 
at the Minimum Price, within 120 clays of the Town's response. Should the Town purchase 
the Community Center Lot, MWW shall not be obligated to pay the Land Sale Fee 
contemplated in Section 3 with respect to its sale to the Town. 

8. Bike Path. MWW and the Town will cooperate and work with the State 
Department of Transportation in an effort to locate and enable the Town to construct and 
maintain a paved bicycle path along Route 121 in the Town (Manchester and Chester Roads) and 
possibly along stretches of Hooksett Road. The cost of bike path design and construction will be 
borne by the Town or entities other than MWW, and the Town will be responsible for 
maintenance of the bicycle path, maintaining adequate levels of insurance, and indemnifying and 
holding MWW, its employees, and commissioners harmless from all expenses, costs, losses, 
liability, and damages to any person, including the costs of defense and attorney's fees for any 
action brought by a third party. 

9. Miscellaneous. 
9. l Entire Agreement; Amendment. This Agreement is the entire agreement 

between the Parties with respect to its subject matter and supersedes all other prior and 
contemporaneous agreements and understandings, oral and written, between the Parties with 
respect to its subject matter. This Agreement may be amended only by a written agreement 
between the Parties. 

9.2 Waiver. If a Party fails to enforce any provision of this Agreement, it will not 
be precluded from enforcing that provision at another time. 

9.3 Assignment. This Agreement and the rights granted under it may not be 
assigned or transferred by either Party without the written consent of the other Party. Any 
attempt by a Party to assign its rights or obligations under this Agreement in breach of this 
section shall be void and of no effect. Subject to the foregoing, this Agreement shall bind and 
inure to the benefit of the Parties, their respective successors, and permitted assigns. 

9.4 Severability. In the event that any provision of this Agreement is held by a 
court or other tribunal of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, such provision will be 
deemed modified to the minimum extent necessary to render the provision enforceable in a 
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N{ANCHBSTER WATTR WORKS
281 LfNCOLN ST., MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03103-5093 Tet. (609) 624-6494

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS

KIMBERLEY L. GRISWOLD
President

MATTHEW GREENWOOD
Clerk

PHILLIP SAPIENZA
CLIFF HURST
LINDA L. MICCIO
BILL TROMBLY JR.

Ex Oflicio
HON, THEODORE L, GATSAS
Mayor

PHILIP W. CROASDALE
Director

August 18,2Q16

Thomas Jameson, TAP Program Manager
NH Department of Transportation
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
P.O. Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483

Dear Mr. Jameson:

On behalf of the Manchester Water Works (MWW), we are very pleased to write and express our full
support for the Town of Auburn's application for Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds to
establish a designated multi-use non-motorized path along Lake Massabesic in the center of Auburn.
Since 2013, the Town of Auburn and the MWW have had conversations about this potential, and a
2014 "Payment in Lieu of Taxes Agreement" between the Town and MWW dedicated MWW land in
support of this activity.

As you may know, Manchester Water Works is responsible for providing drinking water and fire
protection to the City of Manchester and portions of Auburn, Bedford, Derry, Goffstown, Hooksett and
Londonderry. Our main source of water for this undertaking is Lake Massabesic in Auburn and the
Massabesic Watershed, which includes approximately 4,100-acres of land in the Town of Auburn.
The quality of water is directly related to the quality of the watershed. The Manchester Water Works
takes its responsibility as stewards of Lake Massabesic and its watershed land very seriously.
Control of recreation activities on watershed property is a component of sound watershed
management practices utilized by the MWW. A large part of our mission is to protect the water supply
and preserve this valuable resource for future generations.

We are pleased to supporl the Town of Auburn's efforts in establishing a multi-use path in the area of
Lake Massebesic in order to provide a safe area of bikers, walkers, joggers, hikers, snowshoers and
cross country skiers. ln this effort, we will work closely with the Town throughout the design,
permitting and construction phases to ensure a successful project that improves and expands the
recreational opportunities, while maintaining the quality of the watershed.

Lastly, Manchester Water Works reserves the rights to approve a list of acceptable recreational
activities that may be conducted on the proposed trail and to restrict any use of the proposed trail that
would be considered by the MWW to be inconsistent with objectives for maintaining the public
drinking water supply.

Philip W. Croasdale, CPA
Director, Manchester Water Works

cc: John O'Neil, Forester
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Parent Survey Summary
Program Name: Safe Routes to School Month and Year Collected: June 2013 

School Name: Auburn Village School Set ID: 9827

School Enrollment: 600 Date Report Generated: 08/14/2013

Enrollment within Grades Targeted by SRTS Program: 350 Number of Questionnaires
Analyzed for Report:

86

Number of Questionnaires Distributed: 0   

This report contains information from parents about their children's trip to and from school. The report also reflects
parents' perceptions regarding whether walking and bicycling to school is appropriate for their child. The data used in this
report were collected using the Survey about Walking and Biking to School for Parents form from the National Center for
Safe Routes to School.

Sex of children for parents that provided information
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Grade levels of children represented in survey
           

Grade levels of children represented in survey

Grade in School
Responses per

grade

Number Percent

PreK 2 3% 

Kindergarten 1 1% 

1 6 8% 

2 2 3% 

3 6 8% 

4 2 3% 

5 17 22% 

6 32 41% 

7 4 5% 

8 5 6% 

9 2 3% 

No response: 6
Percentages may not total 100% due to
rounding. 
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Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school
    

Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school

Distance between
home and school Number of children Percent

Less than 1/4 mile 0 0% 

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 1 1% 

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 6 8% 

1 mile up to 2 miles 17 22% 

More than 2 miles 55 70% 

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school
         

Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school

Time of Trip Number
of Trips Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Morning 81 0% 1% 70% 26% 2% 0% 0% 

Afternoon 81 1% 1% 80% 16% 1% 0% 0% 

No Response Morning: 5
No Response Afternoon: 5
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school
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Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school

School Arrival

Distance Number within
Distance Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 1 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 6 0% 0% 50% 33% 17% 0% 0%

1 mile up to 2 miles 17 0% 0% 59% 35% 6% 0% 0%

More than 2 miles 55 0% 2% 78% 20% 0% 0% 0%

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 

School Departure

Distance Number within
Distance Walk Bike School

Bus
Family
Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile 1 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0%

1/2 mile up to 1 mile 6 0% 0% 83% 17% 0% 0% 0%

1 mile up to 2 miles 17 0% 0% 88% 6% 6% 0% 0%

More than 2 miles 55 2% 2% 80% 16% 0% 0% 0%

Don't know or No response: 7
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by
distance they live from school

   

Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by
distance they live from school

Asked Permission? Number of Children Less than
1/4 mile

1/4 mile up
to 1/2 mile

1/2 mile up
to 1 mile

1 mile up
to 2 miles

More than
2 miles

Yes 28 0% 0% 33% 50% 33%

No 50 0% 100% 67% 50% 67%

Don't know or No response: 8
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Issues reported to affect the decision to not allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who do not walk or bike to/from school

             

Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school
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Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by
parents of children who already walk or bike to/from school

Issue Child does not walk/bike to school Child walks/bikes to school

Speed of Traffic Along Route 74% 0%

Amount of Traffic Along Route 69% 50%

Distance 59% 100%

Sidewalks or Pathways 57% 0%

Safety of Intersections and Crossings 46% 50%

Time 32% 0%

Weather or climate 31% 50%

Violence or Crime 30% 50%

Adults to Bike/Walk With 22% 0%

Child's Participation in After School Programs 16% 50%

Crossing Guards 15% 0%

Convenience of Driving 8% 0%

Number of Respondents per Category 74 2

No response: 10
Note:
--Factors are listed from most to least influential for the 'Child does not walk/bike to school' group.
--Each column may sum to > 100% because respondent could select more than issue
--The calculation used to determine the percentage for each issue is based on the 'Number of Respondents per Category' within
the respective columns (Child does not walk/bike to school and Child walks/bikes to school.) If comparing percentages between
the two columns, please pay particular attention to each column's number of respondents because the two numbers can differ
dramatically. 
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Parents' opinions about how much their child's school encourages or discourages walking
and biking to/from school

     

Parents' opinions about how much fun walking and biking to/from school is for their child
     

 Page 10 of 13



Parents' opinions about how healthy walking and biking to/from school is for their child
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Comments Section

SurveyID Comment

1028008 It would be nice to see pathways around the lake and improved trails. A lot of students pass through the trails to get
to school.

1025592 We live on hooksett road in auburn. We have two children that will both be attending auburn village school within the
next few years. We as a family cannot currently walk to the school area because the traffic moves too fast and there
is almost no shoulder to walk on. Sidewalks would provide a safe place for families to walk and would allow our
children to walk to school almost every day once they are old enough. The addition of our sidewalks would provide
nothing but a benefit for our town.

1025596 Sidewalks would be great to see in the town of Auburn, not just near the school. There are many neighborhoods that
the only way you can go for a walk is to go on the busy road. Hooksett Rd. needs a sidewalk! Also the bus only picks
up at the next cul-de-sac so they have to walk quite a bit even though they would take the bus.

1025744 Would love side walks

1028296 No Longer have kids in school but others do.

1025743 I would like to encourage walking and biking from school, it's good for them.

1027189 The street we live on is narrow, no sidewalk and speeding traffic. Not safe for walking or biking

1027541 Auburn is not a bike friendly town for children

1028208 Our family wishes that there were bike paths r sidewalks along side the road providing a safe way for our kids to get
more exercise and enjoy riding or walking to me from school.

1028362 Having sidewalks or a designated bike lane would help make me more comfortable.

1028363 adding sidewalks in Auburn particularly on Hooksett would be a great improvement:

1028387 Jeremiah has asked to walk home 4miles I believe, for exercise. He has Bipolar and medications caused weight
gain....he wants to improve stamina for running ect. It helps his mood and he has already lost 6lbs since starting
about a month ago. He runs/walks with a heavy backpack and we are proud of his initiative. His Doctors agree this
has been good for him.

1028546 We would rather the town spent the money on a new school instead of the side walks. It is time everyone worked
together to give the kids what they deserve. There is no safe place at the school to allow the kids to park their bikes
and then get into the school. There are cars in the front dropping off kids and buses in the back. It is too dangerous
and the townspeople need to see we can not patch up this school any longer, sidewalks will not add to the school
only make it more of a hazard because we have out grown the school and the property. Please send a survey like this
to the whole town to find out about a new school and to reach more people. Thank you for this survey and for giving
us an opportunity to express our thoughts.

1031034 I would definitely let my children ride to school once old enough. Although ultimately the parent's responsibility to
teach, it is important for the school/community to instill bike safety. I've seen too many kids biking to school on the
wrong side of the road, with no helmet, and with bags/backpacks slung over the handlebars. My biggest concern right
now would be a wider shoulder/path along Rt. 121 since it's hazardous to bike along it, especially with crumbling
pavement and little to no shoulder.

1031194 my child walks all the way home on occasion, but does so in groups. If he were alone, I wouldn't allow it.

1031337 Better paved roads would be welcomed.

1033191 My child would not ride his bike to school. We live more then 4 mi. from school and the roads are too dangerous!

1026479 It's not only walking to/from home but accessing the library, town store or restaurant and even playground that is an
issue without sidewalks and with the speed of cars in that area. Plus the danger of the 3 way stop at the 4 corners
intersection.

1028156 Not only would sidewalks be safe for children to walk to and from school. It would also be safer for the many runners
and walkers that are on this road. With all the talk about obesity in children, getting sidewalks should be a priority in
our community.

1028542 My child has asked about walking as a middle schooler but I don't feel it would be appropriate for her maturity level for
another year or so. My 8th grader walks home frequently with her friends and loves it and I would rather have her
walking and getting some exercise than staring at a screen of some kind!
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1031239 We live too far for our kids to walk/bike, but I think it's a great idea for the kids that live closer.

1033193 It would be nice to have sidewalks on Hooksett Rd as it is a narrow busy road, same thing with Wellington Rd.

1033240 We live in a rural area and dark dirt roads and no sidewalks are not condusive to allowing a child to walk or bike ride.

1026469 While we are a bit further than some from the school, it would be great to see a 'walking bus' or 'cycling bus' program
implemented. So the lids can get to school under their own steam but with some adult supervision.I am from the UK
where there are more sidewalks and more programs like this. It would be a positive health and environmental initiative
for the village. Even of my son could walk part way I'd be interested in participating in the program.

1027654 I do nto allow him to ride alone. He usually meets 1 or 2 friends at Raymond Rd & Chester Turnpike

1028195 I would like to see sidewalks to encourage others to walk, not just for school.

1028393 I would support side walks in Auburn, but the distance that we live from school will impact the decision of my child
walking/biking to school. I am not going to allow my child to walk to school when we live over 2 miles from school.

1028434 I'm not sure I'll be comfortable with the kids riding their bike down Eaton Hill Road. That would be tough for me,
although he's a great biker. It is also up hill all the way home, so that's probably the bigger issue. I'd have to come
and get him and his bike.

1031333 We live right on hooksett road. The only reason We won't let our children walk/bike to school is because there are no
side walks. So the busy road concerns us.

1025601 Too many parents complain there student has too far to walk tot he bus, there is no way they will want their child to
ride a bike that distance. We should not be spending money on trying to put in sidewalks throughout town.

1028361 I allow my childeren to walk to the library due to the short distance from the school the there, but I feel like the road is
very congested and is full of traffic. I think that we should have sidewalks throughout the town for the childeren
walking farther distances or childeren just walking on a street with no sidewalks because there are certain areas
where there is a lot of traffic that can be very dangerous for the childeren.

1028369 Distance is too strong a factor to consider this survey realistic.

1026077 Auburn is a very rural town with a lake in the middle. More busses would be a better solution. The bus routes and
schedules are in great need of improvement.

1027538 The idea that we need sidewalks in a town with often times hundreds of feet of free space on either side of the road
is ridiculous. Its been voted down time and time again and when UNH came in to organize priorities it was just about
unanimous (after the discussion) that it was impractical and irrelevant. The only sidewalk improvement I would like to
see would be to extend the current school sidewalk to the playground. I wouldn't mind if the town kept the sidewalk
clear in the winter so the kids could use the playground in the winter.

1028368 Auburn is very rural. Side walks will not encourage walking or riding bikes to school.

1028377 In my opinion there are very few children who should be walking or riding their bikes to school because of the location
of the school. Only those families who live right in the village should be doing so. The main routes through Auburn are
too busy and the wooded areas around pose other dangers.

1026713 Both of my children love to take the bus to school and do not have an interesting in walking or biking. Bus safety
would be more of a concern for us than sidewalks.

1027185 I think the real issue here is common sense; this is a town, not a city. Putting sidewalks around the school will do
absolutely nothing for walkers beyond that immediate area as houses spread out for miles in every direction. If it will
only benefit a few walkers, it doesn't make fiscal sense to build sidewalks, especially considering the fact that our
school only houses children up to age 13-14.

1031193 when we did live closer to school, my children would walk and I would meet them at the school. The staff informed me
"You cannot wait in the parent pick up area for your child if your walking because it's not fair for you to cut in line of
the people in cars, you should drive down, the other parents are complaining".
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